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2nd September, 2010 

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to the start of the Autumn term and may I take this opportunity of welcoming all new parents and children to the school.  

[image: image3.wmf]A lot of information is contained in this newsletter, so please ensure you read it fully and reply as promptly as possible with payments and requests for help, etc.  The Autumn term is always a particularly busy term with Christmas approaching so I hope the attached diary dates will be useful.

NEWSLETTERS

We endeavour to distribute newsletters via the youngest child in school, so please check your child’s reading folder/bag to find your copy.   If you would like to receive your newsletter via email please advise us of your email address and we will forward newsletters directly to you.

SAMBA BAND
On Sunday, 5th September North Newton Playing Field Committee are hosting a Fun Day, Dog Show and Fete to raise money to buy new play equipment.  Children in Foxes and Badgers class who have previously played the SAMBA drums, are invited to join in our SAMBA band playing at this event, which starts at 11 a.m.. Steve will be coming up from Devon especially for this event, and will have a rehearsal at 10.00 a.m. for all those children who can make it. 
Children will need to collect their instruments on Friday after school and take them home (you may need to help or bring the car if your child is playing the Surdu!) and then deliver them, with your child, to the Field in Tuckerton Lane on Sunday morning. Instruments should then be returned to school on Monday. Please take great care with them as they are not toys and cost over £1500 to purchase.
It is vital that we know how many children are attending as it would be a great shame for Steve to travel up from Newton Abbot if very few children can actually attend.  The slip attached should be returned tomorrow so that we can gauge numbers. A text message will be sent out if there is insufficient support so please ensure we have an up- to- date mobile number and that your phone is switched on at some point during the day.

CLASS MEETINGS
Class meetings will be held next week to explain routines, homework policy, reading, spelling and PE arrangements and give you an opportunity to ask questions.  It is important that every parent attends these sessions or that a carer is made available to take notes (children may remain in school and play on the computers whilst these meetings are being held).  The meetings will be held as follows:

Hedgehogs – Monday, 6th September Mrs. Hogg, 3.20-4.00 p.m. in Hedgehogs’ classroom.

Badgers – Tuesday, 7th September with Mrs. Woodhams, 3.20-4.00 p.m. in Badgers’ classroom.

Foxes – Wednesday, 8th September with Mrs. Becher/Mrs. Thomson, 3.20-4.00 p.m. in Foxes’ classroom.

SWIMMING
Unfortunately, the small pool at St. James’ Street is currently undergoing extensive building work and as a result will not be in action until at least the end of November.  This unfortunately means that children in Hedgehogs class will not be able to swim this term.  In Foxes class Year 3 plus those children in Year 2 confident to use the large pool will swim on Tuesdays with the remainder of the class staying in school with Mrs. Hughes.  (I shall be speaking with parents of Year 2 children to discuss who will be swimming.)  During this closure it would be really good if you could take your child to a pool for some fun swim time or even book some lessons at Street, Burnham or possibly Taunton.  Badgers class will swim as normal on Wednesdays.  

The cost for swimming lessons remains at £3.00 per week which can be paid weekly or half-termly.  This price covers transport to and from the pool, entrance fee, hire of swimming instructors, and laminated certificates for children gaining the various awards available.  If you are exempt from charges as detailed previously, no payment is necessary.   Please return your payment with the attached form as soon as possible.

Children will therefore swim as follows:
	CLASSES
	DAY
	LEAVE
	RETURN

	Foxes
(Year 3 plus selected Year 2)
	Tuesday
	2.00 p.m.
	3.30 p.m.

	Badgers 
	Wednesday
	2.30 p.m.
	4.00 p.m.


Prices this half-term are:
Years 3, 5, 6 and selected Year 2s
£21.00


Years 4



£18.00
or £3.00 per week.

Swimwear - it is important that children wear appropriate swimming costumes for their sessions at the Pool.  Girls should wear swimming costumes (not bikinis) and boys should wear swimming trunks (not baggy shorts).  Long hair must be tied back or a cap must be worn (boys and girls!).  

Help required: We do rely on the support of parents to transport children to and from St. James’ Street Pool on a weekly basis.  If you are available to help on the rota please return the attached slip detailing when you are available and the number of children you can transport by Monday, 6th September.  We offer credit vouchers valued at two free swims for each turn on the rota.  Please note, we are only able to use parents who have applied for and received clearance from the Criminal Records Bureau (see below).  

CLUBS

Details of our after school progamme are attached – clubs start next week.  Please note that days and times may have changed since the initial letter was sent out last term due to availability of staff and other timetabling issues.

Please return your child’s form by Monday, 6th September to book a place on any of the courses.  

MUSIC LESSONS WITH SOMERSET MUSIC TEACHERS

Drum lessons with Steve Godfrey will commence next week (Wednesday, 8th September).  We are awaiting confirmation of when Mrs. Noell will be starting her lessons – children will be advised shortly.

CYCLE TRAINING

Parents were made aware last term of a cycle training course for children in Years 5 and 6 which will take place in this school in conjunction with Somerset County Council, Road Safety Partnership.  Training will take place over two full days:

Group 1: Monday, 13th September and Friday, 17th September from 9.00-12.00 p.m .and 1.00-3.00 p.m. 
Group 2: Tuesday, 21st September and Friday, 24th September from 9.00-12.00 p.m. and 1.00-3.00 p.m.

The cost of this training is normally £40 however Somerset Road Safety Partnership are subsidising this course so it will cost just £10.00 per child.  Payment is now required and I should be grateful if payment of £10.00 (payable to North Newton Community Primary School) is made from parents of children wishing to take part.  Parents who are assisting with the course need not make this payment – please confirm your intention to help on the reply slip.  Bicycles must be in perfect working order and the “Bikeability Cycle Check Form” (distributed last term) completed and returned to school by Monday, 6th September, 2010.
POP-IN SESSIONS

Pop-in sessions will continue for parents starting week beginning 13th September.  These sessions will give parents the opportunity to look at work on the walls or in books with (or without) their children and speak to class teachers – no appointment necessary, just turn up if you wish to.  Sessions will be held from 3.15-4.00 p.m. as follows:

Hedgehogs – Mondays

Badgers – Wednesdays
Foxes – Wednesdays.

YEARS 3/4 RESIDENTIAL TO BARTON HALL

Please note, there will be a meeting for all parents and children on Tuesday, 14th September, 2010 at 6.00 p.m. when timetables, kit lists and consent forms will be distributed. 

BIRTHDAYS
Happy birthday to all those children who are celebrating birthdays in September:

Bethany Little – age 5

Poppy Farmer – age 6

[image: image4.wmf]Georgia Greenway – age 6
Jade Hillier – age 6
Alex Thornton-Grimes – age 6

Amelia O’Connor – age 7
Harvey O’Connor – age 7
Isabelle Pendry – age 7
Darcy Friday – age 8

STAFF CHANGES

Please be aware of the following changes to teaching assistants working in each of the classes:

Hedgehogs Class: Mrs. Burgess will work Monday-Wednesday and Mrs. Hughes Thursday-Friday.  

Foxes Class: Mrs. Chappell will be with this class Monday-Friday (apart from Tuesday and Friday afternoons).  Mrs. Hughes will be with the class on Tuesday afternoons.
Badgers Class: Mrs. Stone will work Monday-Friday (full-time); Mrs. Hughes Monday (all day) and Tuesday morning.

Please also note that Mrs. Hodge, School Secretary, does not work on Tuesdays.

SCHOOL UNIFORM/PE KIT

I am delighted to see that the majority of children have returned to school wearing the appropriate school uniform.  We do keep a supply of uniform in stock so if you need to place an order please speak to Mrs. Hodge in the Office.  

Name Label: It is essential that every item of your child’s uniform is clearly named, preferably with a sewn in name label.

Jewellery/Make-up: Children are not permitted to wear jewellery or make-up (including nail varnish) to school.  If children do have pierced ears, small temporary studs may be worn however these must be removed or covered for all PE lessons and swimming.

PE Kit - would you please ensure that your child has PE kit available in school every day for PE/games lessons throughout the term.
GOLDEN ASSEMBLIES

Parents are invited to join us in our weekly Golden Assemblies which start at 9.05 a.m. on Fridays.  During these Assemblies children are presented with certificates they have achieved and some children show examples of work produced during the week.  The first Golden Assembly for this term will be on Friday, 10th September when a representative from North Petherton Library will be joining us to present some children with certificates from the reading challenge arranged by the library.
BREAKFAST CLUB

A Breakfast Club is run at North Newton School every week day morning, term time only, between 7.45-8.45 a.m.  The club offers affordable (£3.00 a day) pre-school care for up to 24 children and an opportunity for children to enjoy a healthy breakfast with their friends.  Any parents wishing to book a place at the Club should contact them on 07913 710077.  The Club may be used on a regular or occasional basis and registration forms are available from the Office.
MEDICATION/NURSING PROCEDURES

Should your child need to receive medication during the school day it is essential that an “Administration of Medication” form is completed, available from your child’s Class Teacher.  This form needs to be completed for all medicines, including asthmatic inhalers, before any medication can be administered by the school staff to your child. 

Absence: May I remind parents that if your child is unable to attend school, please ring the office to let us know.  If we have not heard from you by 9.30 a.m. we shall contact you to ensure that you are aware your child is not present at school.
Sickness: Should you child contract a sickness/diarrhoea bug they should not return to School for at least 48 hours after their last bout of illness.

CONSENT FORMS

It is the policy at North Newton School for parents to complete a Consent Form.  This form authorises the school to administer first aid; agree to children being transported on school trips; undertake walks around the village; allow photographs to be used on the school’s website; and for children to use filtered email/internet services.  For those children who have recently joined the school a form is attached for completion.  Any parents who have completed a Consent Form in the past and wish to amend or check their details should speak to Mrs. Hodge.
TIMEKEEPING/PARKING

Timekeeping - Parents are reminded that we do not expect children to arrive in school before 8.45 a.m. (unless they are part of the Breakfast Club) as staff are involved in preparation for the day and they are not responsible for the children until that time.

Children should be collected promptly at 3.15 p.m. at the end of the day unless they are involved in any of the after school clubs or have arranged with their child’s class teacher to remain later.  To assist parents with collection when a brother or sister from another class is swimming or at an after-school club, siblings may remain in school, provided an arrangement has been made with the class teacher.

Parking – please ensure that when you are bringing and collecting children from the School that you park safely in either the Harvest Moon/Village Hall car park or Church Road and walk your child to school.  Local police are visiting schools and have warned that tickets will be issued for parking on zig-zag lines and/or parking dangerously near junctions.  Please impress upon your children the need to be careful when crossing the road – the village is very busy at pick up time so please keep a close watch on your child.
Security: Access to the school is via the front automated gate.  The gate will open between 7.45-8.15 a.m. for children using the Breakfast Club and again from 8.45-9.05 a.m.   The gate will be locked throughout the day and will open again at 3.15 p.m.  Any parents wishing to enter the school outside of these times should use the intercom system which connects through to the school offices and Hedgehogs classroom.

Fluorescent Jackets: We do provide children who regularly walk or cycle to school with personal hi-viz jackets.  If your child has not already received a jacket, please request one from the school office.

HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME

May I once again stress that we adhere to guidance from the Local Education Authority regarding holiday requests in term-time (full details can be obtained from the Office).  A copy of the 2010-11 holiday dates is available from the school office, on our website, www.northnewtonschool.co.uk, or www.six.somerset.gov.uk. 
DATA COLLECTION FORMS

Attached to this newsletter is a Data Collection form detailing all the personal information the school holds on your child.  It is important that you check this information carefully, amend any missing/incorrect data and return it to the School Office as soon as possible.  

EXEMPTIONS

It is the policy of the Governing Body to remit charges for school activities to parents in receipt of Income Support; Income Based Jobseekers Allowance; support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; or in receipt of Child Tax Credit and whose annual income, as assessed by The Inland Revenue, does not exceed £16190.  If you are in this position it is important that you present proof to Mrs. Hodge in the School Office as soon as possible – Tax Credit Award Notice, TC602, which you will have received from the Inland Revenue, is ideal.  

MILK

Mid-morning milk is available to all children at 22p per day.  Milk is supplied via CoolMilk and any parents wishing their child to start milk should request a form from the School Office or visit www.coolmilk.com.  

Free Milk for Under 5s: Please note that if your child is under 5 years of age they are entitled to free milk under the EU Subsidy Scheme.  If your child is not receiving milk and you would like them to do so, please register on www.coolmilk.com or speak to Mrs. Hodge.


FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

Our school is part of the '5-a-day' healthy school initiative where we actively encourage children to eat 5 portions of fruit and/or vegetables a day.  All children in the school are provided with a free piece of fruit at snack time each morning. 

DISCLOSURE

I am sure you are all aware of the need for all persons who have contact with children to obtain police clearance through the Criminal Records Bureau.  We are only able to use the help of parents and friends of the school for driving, assistance in classrooms, help on school visits, etc. when they have completed and successfully undergone this process.  If you would like to help in school or with driving please speak to Mrs. Hodge who will provide you with the necessary form to complete for Disclosure.
BOOK BAGS

All children have been supplied with a book bag which has been kindly funded by the PTFA.  Broken  book bags can be replaced by contacting the School Office.  Please ensure your child brings their book bag to school every day.  







Yours sincerely,








D. P. Gliddon








Headteacher
DIARY DATES

Sunday, 5th September
10.00 a.m. SAMBA practice for Fun Day at North Newton Playing Fields 




(start 11.00 a.m.)
Monday, 6th September
3.20 p.m. Hedgehogs Class meeting

Tuesday, 7th September
3.20 p.m. Badgers Class meeting

Wednesday, 8th September
3.20 p.m. Foxes Class meeting

Thursday, 9th September
6.30 p.m. Robert Blake Science College Roadshow at North Newton 




(Years 5/6 children and parents) 
Friday, 10th September
9.05 a.m. Golden Assembly with presentation from North Petherton Library

Monday, 13th September
Group 1 cycle training (all day)

Tuesday, 14th September
6.00 p.m. Parents’ Evening for Barton Hall

Thursday, 16th September
7.30 p.m. PTFA Meeting – all welcome

Friday, 17th September
Group 1 cycle training (all day)

Monday, 20th September
Years 4 and 5 to “Taste the Harvest”, Staple Fitzpaine (morning)

Tuesday, 21st September
Group 2 cycle training (all day)

Thursday, 23rd September
6.00 p.m. Robert Blake Science College Open Evening at Robert Blake 




Science College
Friday, 24th September
Group 2 cycle training (all day)

Monday, 27th September 
12.50 p.m. Barnardos Talk from Robin Turner




6.00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting

Wednesday, 29th September-

Friday, 1st October

Years 3/4 Residential to Barton Hall, Torquay
Monday, 4th October-

Friday, 8th October

Fire Safety Week

Monday, 4th October

7.30 p.m. Governors’ Meeting

Friday, 8th October

9.30 a.m. Harvest Service, St. Peter’s Church, North Newton (all welcome)





2.15 p.m. Sale of Harvest Produce (in aid of Barnardos)

Thursday, 14th October-

Thursday, 21st October
Book Fair

Monday, 18th October-

Friday, 22nd October

Book and National Film Week

Monday, 18th October

“Up” film at Odeon Cinema, Taunton – Foxes class (morning) - free




Annual Graduation Ceremony Children’s University, Bridgwater Town Hall





(Evening, time to be confirmed)

Wednesday, 20th October
3.30-7.30 p.m. Parents’ Consultation Evening

Thursday, 21st October
“Alvin and the Chipmunks” at the Odeon Cinema, Taunton – Hedgehogs 




(morning) - free




3.30-7.30 p.m. Parents’ Consultation Evening

Friday, 22nd October

“Alice in Wonderland” film at Odeon Cinema, Taunton – Badgers class 




(morning) - free
Monday, 25th October –

Friday, 29th October

Half-Term

Tuesday, 2nd November
9.00 a.m. Academy Portraits Individual/Family Photographs

Friday, 5th November

Inset Day – School Closed

Monday, 15th November
7.30 p.m. PTFA AGM (tbc)

Thursday, 18th November
Hedgehogs Class to Rural Life Museum (morning)

Thursday, 2nd December 
Wells Cathedral Carol Service (tbc)

Monday, 6th December
10.15 a.m. Hedgehogs Class to the Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton “Lion, 




Witch and Wardrobe”

Wednesday, 8th December
10.15 a.m. Foxes Class to the Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton “Lion, 




Witch and Wardrobe”

Thursday, 9th December
10.15 a.m. Badgers Class to the Brewhouse Theatre, Taunton “Lion, 




Witch and Wardrobe”

Monday, 13th December
10.00 a.m. Dress Rehearsal Christmas Plays





6.30 p.m. Christmas Plays

Tuesday, 14th December
6.30 p.m. Christmas Plays and PTFA Raffle draw

Friday, 17th December
12.00 noon Christmas lunch





1.15 p.m. Christmas Parties and Father Christmas





End of term

Monday, 20th December –

Monday, 3rd January, 2011
Christmas Holidays

Tuesday, 4th January

Inset Day – School closed

Wednesday, 5th January
Start of Spring term

Wednesday, 16th February
3.30-7.30 p.m. Parents’ Consultation Evening

Thursday, 17th February
3.30-7.30 p.m. Parents’ Consultation Evening

Monday, 21st February-

Friday, 25th February

Half-Term

Friday, 8th April

Inset Day – School Closed

Monday, 11th April –

Monday, 25th April

Easter Holidays

Tuesday, 26th April

Inset Day – School Closed

Wednesday, 27th April

Start of Summer Term

Saturday, 7th May

PTFA May Fayre

Monday, 9th –

Friday, 13th May

Year 6 SATs Week

Monday, 16th May-

Friday, 20th May

Years 5/6 to Cornwall (details to follow)
Monday, 30th May-

Friday, 3rd June

Half-Term

Tuesday, 5th July-

Wednesday, 6th July

Year 6 visits to secondary schools

Friday, 22nd July 

Inset Day – School Closed
Monday, 5th September
Start of Autumn Term

PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 3RD SEPTEMBER, 2010 

NORTH NEWTON COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
SAMBA BAND

NAME …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

My child is available to play in the SAMBA band at the Fun Day, Dog Show and Fete on Sunday, 5th September.

My child will meet Steve at the field at 10.00 a.m. on Sunday, 5th September, collect their drum from school on Friday and return on Monday and ensure great care is taken of the instrument.

Signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Parent

