North Newton’'s Mission Statement:

“We aim to provide a safe, caring, happy and well-o  rdered environment
where everyone’s contribution is valued, and all me mbers of our school
community work towards their full potential.”

The School is committed to providing a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum, where all our
children have equal access and individual needs are met. We aim to provide the best possible
education for every child in our care.
We want the children at North Newton:

to enjoy being a child.

to work within an atmosphere of mutual trust and feel confident and secure.

to develop self discipline, self motivation, independence and good self esteem.

to think for themselves and make their own judgements.

to develop a sound foundation in maths, reading, writing, science, ICT and other elements

of the National Curriculum, based on the latest developments in teaching practice and to

use these skills in intellectual, imaginative and creative contexts.

to have a respect for people within our school community and an appreciation and
understanding of the wider world in which we live.

to have an appreciation of beauty and spiritual awareness.
to persevere with tasks and physical skills.
to develop a love of learning which will continue in their future lives.

We also want to encourage parents to take an active role and interest in the education of their
children in partnership with us.




The School is divided into three classes. In September 2010 classes will be as follows:
Hedgehogs Class (Years Reception — 2 - 22 children, Foxes (Years 2-3) - 25 children, and
Badgers (Years 4-6) - 33 children.

EARLY YEARS

The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the education of children from 3-5 years and the last
year of the foundation stage is referred to as the Reception year. The foundation stage provides
provision for the different starting points from which children develop their learning and builds on
what they can do already. The content matches the different levels of young children’s needs.
Planned and purposeful activities provide opportunities for teaching and learning both indoors and
outdoors.

The curriculum is organised into six areas of learning:

Personal, social and emotional development.
Communication, language and literacy
Mathematical development

Knowledge and understanding of the world.
Physical development

Creative development
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This foundation year prepares children for learning in Key Stage 1 and is consistent with the
national curriculum.

THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM

The curriculum to which each child is entitled has been laid down by the National Curriculum,
which will provide a framework which will ensure the development of a child as he/she moves
through the School. The basic requirements under the National Curriculum include Religious
Education and four 'core' subjects: English, Mathematics, Science and ICT. There are six
'foundation' subjects: Art and Design, History, Geography, Music, Physical Education and
Technology.

In addition to the subjects specified in the National Curriculum, the School curriculum also
addresses cross-curricular issues such as Personal and Social Education, Health, Equal
Opportunities and Multi-Cultural Education. The manner in which the curriculum as a whole is
delivered will reflect the needs of each individual child, and so the organisation of teaching groups
will, of necessity, be flexible.




The National Curriculum describes subject areas and we do teach the curriculum in subjects,
especially at Key Stage 2; where appropriate the curriculum may be taught in a more integrated
and thematic way. The majority of teaching time in a given week will be given over to the core
subjects, although every effort will be made to ensure that the foundation subjects receive
adequate emphasis.

The National Curriculum provides attainment targets which will provide standards against which
children's progress will be assessed. The School will communicate the results of these
assessments to parents at the end of each Key Stage, i.e. ages 7 and 11. The overall purpose of
any such process is to monitor progress, diagnose weaknesses and to give staff an indicator for a
pupil's future work. Every child is given an Annual Report in July and parents are given an
opportunity to come and discuss this with the Class Teacher.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The School's Religious Education policy has been drawn up in accordance with the LEA's non-
denominational Agreed Syllabus, and the daily Act of Worship is intended to reflect our Christian
tradition. It is, however, intended that our pupils should also gain some awareness and
understanding of other world religions.

The requirements for daily worship are complied with, and assembly is held either as a whole
school or individual/combined classes.

SEX EDUCATION

Sex Education is given as part of the teaching on Health, Personal and Social Education and in
the Science element of the core curriculum. The content of the Sex Education teaching has been
drawn up in accordance with the LEA's guidelines and has been approved by both the School
Governors and parents of children at the School. Children will NOT be exposed to subjects such
as Aids or homosexuality in the teaching programme, although staff will respond to any enquiries
from children on such matters.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Where appropriate the School aims to give special help to children with specific or general learning
difficulties and to very able children. All children will have access to the whole of the National
Curriculum, however the work set will match individual pupil's needs and abilities and children with
learning difficulties may also receive additional support as part of a group or individually. Children
with particularly severe learning and/or behavioural difficulties may, with their parents' consent, be
referred to the Multi-Professional Team who deal with Additional Educational Needs’ children.
Access to the school for children with disabilities is being enhanced on a rolling programme. The
Special Educational Needs policy is reviewed annually by Governors.

The School employs a part-time SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) who assesses
and supports children throughout the School with specific educational needs. Additional support
programmes are provided, as required, and the SENCO is available to talk to parents who may
have concerns regarding their child.




ABSENCE

If your child is unable to attend school it is necessary for you to let us know on the first day of
absence. Please telephone the office by 9.30 a.m. to advise that your child will not be in school on
that day. If we do not know the reason for your child’s absence we shall endeavour to contact you
to ascertain the reason; this is a Department for Education requirement.

When the absence is lengthy, please notify the School as soon as possible. Arrangements can
then be made for work at home to be provided, if this is appropriate.

BREAKFAST CLUB

The Club provides children with a healthy breakfast and a good start to the day, at a very
reasonable cost (£3.00 per session). After a nutritional breakfast the children have access to play
facilities, organised games, craft activities or can just mix with their friends. The Club is a non
profit making organisation and is open each school day from 7.45 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. The Club is
operated by two members of staff, backed up by a committee of parents.

Children may only use the Breakfast Club if they have booked in advance. To book a place (or if
you have any queries) please contact the Breakfast Club Team 07913 710077.

BUDDY SYSTEM

Children from years 5 and 6 operate a buddy system during playtimes and are noticeable by their
red caps. Any child who ‘needs a friend’ can approach one of the buddies for support.

CHURCH LINKS

The School receives weekly visits from the Rev. Jane Haslam during term time. We also visit the
Church for important festivals at Harvest and Christmas.

COMPUTER SUITE

The school has 27 networked computers giving children access to the Internet and Somerset
Intranet in each of the classes. Children use group email addresses and the computers have all
the programmes required to cover the ICT curriculum. Access is restricted to sites that have been
centrally ‘filtered’ and we ask all parents to sign a consent form allowing their child to access the
Internet. Each classroom also has an Interactive White Board.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS VISITS AND EXPEDITIONS

All classes have the opportunity to take part in trips away from the
School. Recent residential visits include a visit to York for children in
Years 5 and 6 and Barton Hall for Years 3 and 4 children. These
trips are of great educational and social benefit.

Occasional class visits in connection with school work are organised
to local places of interest. An annual visit is made to a local theatre
for its Christmas production. This frequently results in much
interesting discussion and follow-up work.




EMERGENCIES

In the event of severe weather, etc. preventing the School from opening announcements will be
made on BBC Radio Somerset (95.5 FM) and Heart radio’s (106.6 FM). The following websites
will also list school closures: https://slp.somerset.gov.uk and www.heartsomerset.co.uk. If
possible, a recorded message will be announced on the school’'s answer-machine. It will remain
School policy to open if at all possible and all parents are encouraged to keep in touch with the
School should prolonged difficulties occur.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

A variety of extra-curricular activities take place after school and at lunch times throughout the
year including recorders, drums, netball, football, rounders, cricket, multi-skills and gymnastics.
The children regularly take part in netball, football, rounders and athletics competitions against
other schools.

GETTING TO SCHOOL

Children are encouraged to walk or cycle to school and bicycles can be stored safely in the cycle
shelter. Children who walk or cycle to school are provided with a free fluorescent jacket.

HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME

The government advice through the Department for Education is that parents should not normally
take pupils on holiday during school term-time. The law says that a pupil may be granted leave of
absence from the school to enable him/her to go away on holiday where:

(& An application has been made in advance to the Headteacher by the parent/carer with whom
the pupil normally resides; and

(b) The Headteacher considers that the leave of absence should be granted due to the "special
circumstances" relating to that application.

Save in "exceptional circumstances", a pupil shall not be granted more than ten school days leave
of absence in any school year.

HOMEWORK/PARENTAL HELP

Children are encouraged to learn tables, spellings and new words, and to practice their
handwriting and reading at home (see guidance table below). The School will keep parents
informed of any other requirements. Parents may also wish to help teachers in the classroom, for
example with reading or library work as well as on school trips (see “Volunteers” on page 13 for
more information).

Year ENGLISH MATHS

R Letter sounds (10 minutes nightly)
Shared reading with an adult (15 minutes nightly)

1 Spellings (20 minutes weekly) Weekly 10-15 minutes
Reading to an adult (15 minutes nightly)

2 Spellings (Y2 hour weekly) Times Tables (2-5 and 10)
Reading to adult or alone (15 minutes nightly) Maths

3 Spellings (Y2 hour weekly) Times Tables (2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10)
Reading to adult or alone (15 minutes nightly) Maths

4 Spellings (Y2 hour weekly) Maths: 30 minutes per week minimum
Reading for pleasure (15 minutes minimum nightly) | Times Tables (2-10)

5 Spellings (Y2 hour weekly) Maths: 30 minutes per week minimum
Reading for pleasure (15 minutes minimum nightly) | Times Tables (2-10)

6 Spellings (Y2 hour weekly) Maths: 30 minutes per week minimum
Reading for pleasure (15 minutes minimum nightly) | Times Tables (2-10)




INSURANCE
All parents are advised to check with their Insurance Companies that their insurance company is

aware that they are using their vehicles for the transport of School children to and from School
activities.

JEWELLERY/MAKE-UP

Children should not wear jewellery or make-up (including nail varnish) to school. If children do
have pierced ears small temporary studs may be worn however these must be removed or
covered for all PE lessons and swimming.

LOST PROPERTY

Items are retained at School for a reasonable length of time or until claimed; do please ask if your
child loses something.

LUNCHES

Children bring a packed lunch to school which is eaten in the classrooms under the supervision of
our Mid-Day staff. Liquids should be sent in an unbreakable, leak-proof container; no fizzy drinks.

Free School Meals are available for those children whose parents are on either Income Support;
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance; Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act,
1999; or receive Child Tax Credit, but are not entitled to a Working Tax Credit, and whose annual
joint income (as assessed by The Inland Revenue), does not exceed £16040.

MAYPOLE DANCING/SWORD DANCING

Maypole and sword dancing are main attractions at our annual May Fayre.

MEDICAL CHECKS

Regular visits are made to the School to check vision. Dental checks are also available. Children
with hearing problems will also be checked at School - please let us know if your child has a
hearing problem.

MINIBUS
The School owns a 17 seater minibus which is used throughout the year by the children. All seats

have 3 point seatbelts and booster seats are available for the smaller children. It is the policy of
the school to ensure that an additional adult travels on the bus with children whenever possible.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Children receive regular modern foreign language lessons. We also benefit from a visiting teacher
from Robert Blake Science College.

10




MUSICAL INSTRUMENT TUITION

Children in Years 2-6 are able to receive group instrument tuition (guitar, keyboard, piano, clarinet,
flute) from teachers from Somerset Music Services. This is a chargeable activity and lessons vary
in price and length — please enquire at the School Office if your child would like to receive a
lesson. Children in receipt of Free School Meals are entitled to free tuition and instrument
hire.

NEWSLETTERS

Newsletters are distributed regularly detailing diary dates for the forthcoming term and other
essential information. They are also available by email - please provide an address and we will be
happy to send letters electronically. All letters are also available for viewing on the School's
website.

OESTED

The School received an Ofsted inspection on 26™ and 27" May, 2010. We are delighted to report
that the main findings reported: “This is a good school. It has some outstanding features. It is
held in high regard in the local community and with parents and carers. There is an excellent and
very purposeful atmosphere within the School.”  The full report can be viewed at
www.ofsted.gov.uk or on our website, www.northnewtonschool.co.uk. Alternatively, you may wish
to pick up a copy of the report from the School Office.

PARKING
Parking is limited at the School however we are able to use the village hall/pub car park at drop off
and pick up times. The safety of the children is paramount so please consider the following if
driving to school:

Park safely and do not obstruct the view of children or other drivers.

Never park on the zigzag lines, not even for a few seconds.

Ensure your child is with you at all times in the car park and not playing around whilst cars are

coming and going.

Please be aware that the police do make regular visits.

PHOTOCOPIER

The School photocopier is available for private use at a cost of 10p per colour copy and 5p per
black and white copy.

POLICIES

The School has a large number of policies in place covering all aspects of school life. Policies are
regularly updated by governors and are available to view on the school website or in hard copy on
request:

Curriculum Policy: The curriculum is all the planned activities
that we organise in order to promote learning and personal
growth and development. It includes not only the formal
requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of
extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to

enrich the experience of the children. It also includes the ‘hidden
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curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. We
aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate
with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential.

Assessment : We believe that effective assessment provides information to improve teaching and
learning. We give our children regular feedback on their learning so that they understand what it is
that they need to do better. This allows us to base our lesson plans on a detailed knowledge of
each pupil. We give parents regular reports on their child’s progress so that teachers, children and
parents are all working together to raise standards for all our children.

Racial Equality : The school, through its basic curriculum, seeks to recognise the multi-cultural
nature of Britain in the 21% Century. The school regards a multi-cultural society as a positive
feature of modern Britain, one that celebrates a rich cultural diversity. As part of the specific PSHE
and Citizenship entitlement for all pupils there will be work focusing on living in a multi-cultural
society and the need to combat racist attitudes and discrimination.

Community Cohesion : Our vision recognises and celebrates the diversity within our catchment
area and welcomes the contributions which different groups and individuals make to the
community. Differences between groups of people can cause misunderstanding and friction. A key
commitment of North Newton Primary School is to build and promote community cohesion within
the school and wider community.

Special Educational Needs : The School aims to identify pupils with special educational needs as
early as possible and to ensure that all their needs are met. We also aim to ensure parents are
informed of their child’'s special needs and promote effective partnership to involve outside
agencies when appropriate.

Disability Equality : The school is committed to ensuring equal treatment of all its employees,
pupils and any others involved in the school community with any form of disability and will ensure
that disabled people are not treated less favourably in any procedures, practices and service
delivery.

Equal Opportunities : This policy ensures that we do not discriminate against anyone, be they
staff or pupil, on the grounds of their sex, race, colour, religion, nationality, ethnic or national
origins.

Collective Worship : We believe that Collective Worship plays a very important role in the life of
our school. It is an opportunity to promote the Christian beliefs of our school, to celebrate and
support all aspects of school life and to provide time for stillness and reflection.

Behaviour: The primary aim of the behaviour policy is not a system to enforce rules but a means
of promoting good relationships, so that people can work together with the common purpose of
helping everyone to learn. This policy supports the school community in aiming to allow everyone
to work together in an effective and considerate way.

SCHOOL COUNCIL

At North Newton School we encourage the children to contribute to the school's development. A
School Council with representatives from children in Years 1-6 meets regularly to discuss a wide
variety of school issues.

SECURITY

The school has installed a security system to ensure the safety of pupils, staff and visitors. Access
to the school is through a controlled gate with entrance into the buildings via security fobs.
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SWIMMING

All the children go to the St. James' Street Pool in Taunton regularly throughout the year. Careful
instruction is given at all levels and many attain a high standard, acquiring a good number of ASA
Awards. This is made possible by the use of the School minibus and regular help from volunteer
parents. We ask for a voluntary contribution to cover costs, currently £3.00/£1.00* per week.
Foxes class swims on Tuesdays from 2.30-3.00 p.m., Badgers on Wednesdays from 2.30-3.00
p.m. and Hedgehogs on Thursdays from 2.30-3.00 p.m. (*Parents on low income are requested to
make a contribution to costs.)

TIMES OF SCHOOL SESSIONS

No child should arrive before 8.45 a.m. unless agreed with the class teacher and all children
should be in School by 8.55 a.m. at the latest so that a prompt start to lessons can begin at 9.00
a.m. School finishes at 3.15 p.m. throughout the year.

Session Times

9.00 a.m. - 10.55 a.m.
Break
11.10 a.m. - 12.10 p.m.
(Hedgehogs finish at 12.00 noon)
Lunch
1.10 p.m. - 3.15 p.m.

UNIFORM/PE KIT

There is a uniform at the School and parents are asked to send their children to School in uniform
as this will help to develop their sense of identity with the School. Items marked with an asterisk
(*) are available from the School, all other items can be purchased in local stores.

Navy blue sweatshirt (with logo)* - from £8.50

Dark grey or black trousers

Black/grey pinafore/skirt

White blouse/shirt or white polo shirt* (with logo) - from £7.50
Summer dress (blue/white check)

PE Kit
Black pull-on gym shoes (for Hedgehogs Class)
White plimsolls/trainers (for Foxes and Badgers Classes)
White T-shirt/vest
Black/blue shorts
Please make sure that your child’s clothing is name d.

VOLUNTEERS

At North Newton School we rely on the support of parents and friends. Help is required with
transporting children to swimming lessons at Taunton and also with excursions around the county
as part of the children’s topic work. It is necessary for any persons who have contact with children
to obtain police clearance through the Disclosure procedure. Any parents who would like to help
should ask for the appropriate form from the School Office. Parents/friends will not be allowed to
help with the children unless a Disclosure Certificate has been issued.

WATER BOTTLES

Children are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school each day and they are actively
encouraged to refill them at break times. Water bottles are available during all lessons, except in
lessons where this could have health and safety implications.
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